
Jack and The Beanstalk Stories 
Comparing and Contrasting Different Versions of Similar Stories 

 
Title      Author Setting Characters Giant Ending

Jim and the Beanstalk Raymond Briggs Castle town 
Jim’s house 
Dentist 
Glasses place 
Wig place 
Outside 
Beanstalk 

Giant 
Mom 
Jim 
Wig-maker 
Tooth maker 
Oculist 
Bean Trader 
Cow 

Happy 
Nice 
Bald 
Kind 
Beard 
Big nose 
He’s big 
He needs glasses 
He has no teeth 

Giant gave Jim gold 
Sing on gold 
Jim didn’t go back 
Giant felt younger 
Happy ending 

Jack and the Beanstalk No author listed Castle (rooms) 
Jack’s house 
Beanstalk 
Road 
Jack’s room 
Kitchen 
Oven 

Jack 
Giant 
Mom 
Big Lady 
Bean Trader 
Harp 
Hen 
 

Mean 
Fe Fi Fo Fum 
Hairy 
Loud 
Very big 

End of Giant 
Jack’s family was rich 
End of the beanstalk 
Jack chopped the 
beanstalk 
Giant Chase Jack 
Jack took the harp 

Jack and the Beanstalk Paul Galdone Castle (rooms) 
Jack’s house 
(rooms) 
Garden 
Beanstalk 
Fair 

Giant 
Jack 
Mother/Widow 
Ogre’s Wife 
Merchant 
Cow 

Beheaded 
Mean 
Fe Fi Fo Fum 
Asleep 

Giant died 
Jack got married 
Dancing 
Ate goose 

 



Jack and the Beanstalk 
(play) 

? (Email) Jack’s house 
Kitchen 
Oven 
Road 
Castle (rooms) 
Beanstalk 
TV station 

Mom 
Giant (ogre) 
Big Woman 
Jack 
Chicken 
Cow 
Sign Holder 
Harp 
Bean Trader (Wiseman) 
News people 
Chorus 
Commercial People 
 

Grown-up sized 
Fe Fi Fo Fum 
Bossy 
Mean 
Liked to play 
Sleepy 
Hairy 
Grumpy 
Liked to count 
(did it wrong) 
Greedy 
 

End of the beanstalk 
Giant was dead 
Family was rich 
Newsperson 
Jack took the harp 
Singing 
Bow 
Question and answer 

Jack and the Beanstalk Steven Kellogg Giant’s house 
Jack’s house 
Outside 
Beanstalk 
Kitchen 
Yard 

Giant 
Big Lady 
Jack’s mom 
Jack 
Hen 
Princess 

Monster/Ogre 
Looked for Jack 
Shook house with 
snores 
Looked very 
scary 

Jack chopped down 
beanstalk 
Giant died/Broke his 
head 
House fire 
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