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On December 10, 2015, President Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), a long- 
awaited overhaul of federal education law. Passed with bipartisan support, ESSA represents a 
shift from broad federal oversight of primary and secondary education to greater flexibility and 
decision making at the state and local levels. The law replaces the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act as amended by the 2002 No Child Left Behind Act. 

 
Washington is committed to involving educators, parents and other stakeholders as we explore 
new ways to ensure that all our students receive the education they need for bright futures. 

 
ESSA requires that states develop plans that address standards, assessments, school and district 
accountability, and special help for struggling schools. 

 
The transition plan as outlined in ESSA includes: 

 The new federal law does not impact the 2015–16 school year. Washington’s ESEA 
Accountability State Plan remains in force until August 1, 2016. For the remainder of the 
2015–16 school year and during the 2016–17 school year, interventions will continue in 
schools identified as priority and focus schools. 

 The 2016–17 school year will be a transition period with the continuation of current 
practices unless modified by U.S. Department of Education (ED) guidance. Full 
implementation of the state’s ESSA Consolidation Plan will be effective in the 2017–18 
school year. 
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The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) looks forward to working with all 
Washington educators and citizens to take full advantage of this unique opportunity to 
reshape our state’s education system. The ESSA requires Washington and all local 
districts and schools to create a plan to meet the requirements of the new law. The state 
and local plans go into effect for the 2017–18 school year. While states have not yet 
received a deadline for submission of state plans from ED, this timeline is based on the 
best information available to the states. OSPI will update this timeline as more 
information becomes available from the ED. 

 
 

Working Draft Timeline 
December 2015 

 Review ESSA provisions. 

 Develop ESSA side-by-side analysis of law. 

 Develop draft time line. 

January 2016 

 Develop ESSA summary PowerPoint. 

 Develop planning framework. 

 Build stakeholder engagement plan. 

 Update legislative leadership, Governor’s staff. 

 Senior staff facilitated discussion, OSPI Internal Team. 

 Begin process to establish ESSA Consolidated Plan and ESSA Workgroups. 

 Meet with State Board of Education (SBE) Staff. 

 Meet with Professional Educators Standards Board. 

 Set up OSPI ESSA website. 

 Present ESSA PowerPoint at Educational Service District (ESD) Superintendent’s 
meetings. 

February 2016 

 SBE Achievement and Accountability Workgroup (AAW) update and discussion. 

 Invite and Identify Members for ESSA Consolidated Plan Team. 

 Continue ESD Superintendent Meeting Updates. 

 Meet with Governor’s staff to discuss next steps of development of plan and identify 
staff to participate on the ESSA Consolidated Plan Team. 

 March 2016 

 Finalize list for participation on the ESSA Consolidated Plan Team and workgroups for 
Superintendent Dorn’s approval. 

 Meet with OSPI ESSA Internal Leadership Team and workgroup leads to design work 
plans for the ESSA Consolidated Plan Team and for workgroups. 

 Update website and provide information on the development procedure; identify 
members of ESSA Consolidated Plan Team; Add a public comment section. 

 Update Governor’s staff, legislators, and SBE. 

 Hold first meeting of the ESSA Consolidated Plan Team. 
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 Invite workgroup members. 

 Hold workgroup team lead meetings; Identify specific elements of each workgroup 
that must be addressed in the ESSA Consolidated Plan. 

April–May 2016 

 Hold work sessions of the ESSA Consolidated Plan Team. 

 Hold workgroup team meetings; in some cases teams may need to periodically work 
together. 

June–July 2016 

 Hold work session of the ESSA Consolidated Plan Team which includes presentation 
on the initial work of workgroup teams. 

 Hold workgroup meetings; In some cases, workgroups may need to periodically work 
together. 

 Estimated draft guidance from ED. 

August 2016 

 Workgroups to finalize work and submit to ESSA Consolidated Plan Team for review. 

 Develop initial draft of ESSA Consolidated Plan. 

September–October 2016 

 Formalize recommendations from the ESSA Workgroups to be considered by the ESSA 
Consolidated Plan Team. 

 Formalize draft of ESSA Consolidated Plan through ESSA Consolidated Plan Team 
meetings. 

 Present initial plan to Superintendent Dorn for comment. 

November 2016 

 Estimated final guidance from ED. 

 Present draft ESSA Consolidated Plan at State Board of Education meeting. 

 Finalize ESSA Consolidated Plan and present to Superintendent Dorn for approval. 

 Finalize ESSA Consolidated Plan and present to the Governor (30 days before 
submission to ED). 

 Finalize ESSA Consolidated Plan and present to the legislature (30 days 
before submission to ED). 

 Publish ESSA Consolidated Plan on OSPI’s website for public comment (30 days 
before submission to USDE). 

 

Washington Regional Forums: 
June 14, Everett Community Resource Center, Everett 
June 15, Emerald Ridge High School, Puyallup 
June 16, Educational Service District 112, Vancouver 
July 11, Educational Service District 105, Yakima 
July 12, Wenatchee High School, Wenatchee 
July 13, West Valley High School, Spokane 
July 19, Highline Performing Arts Center, Burien 
All forums are 6–8 p.m. 


