Chapter lIl. ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

IL Orientation

Beginning & graduate program and becoming assimilated into the academic snd social life
of a department takes time and effort. Where programs exist to help students assimilate,
ihe transition into pracuate student life at Berkeley goes more smoothly,

A number of departments otganize some formal orientation program or establish other
‘ngenious methods of acquainting students with the department and the campus. A
sampling of orientation programs is described in this section.
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Plant Biclogy: Big Sibling Program

EASING THE WAY:

PLANT BIGLGGY' BIG SIELINGS

P 1

aln el

Ebfgst Seesad Degee and Laseren Slushard

Yicnve mar aoeented Berheley's offer
of edmission. Where will vou siay
wittle yuu leals for bowsime P Uan vou
=enn i liveadle apartieent and survive
o1z ther mnney wou'll ke pettine 7 Whal
e g s reasonable

Hwerare aovew student in the
Dheapaarvipest of Plant Budigey, vonr
“hyg aihknE” can oive yoi advice.

Beman i the 19700 in the Do
Teepnr tmenl wf Bolany. (he By Sisling
Hropram matches frst-veart stodents
with incoming steedents to give sz
B v LGS ne CELTLLTS Y ST AT
students, With the reorcani sation e
the nalogwesl secences. moch af Boozoy
was absorbed ints Maot Biolosry, where
the prograr consimess to Qe st

MATCHING UP "SIBLIMGS™
Here’s bow the program works, Grode
e Aszisiand Hurry Besa, tormerly of
Hazany, works with the graduate spe-
dent elected oo the departneent’s
[N ErCS [N N | -||||||i|_|_|_=|: Lix |_'r_'-'_||_‘r_'i_n;|h':
L program. Boga gives toe nantes of
o D -adiminted studests e siadent
rop, win then asks trst-vear studenis
o voluntewr ax oig siblings. Most are
wilting so talue vac Lhee roles, caovenge rosr
cxpericnced che benants of the pro-
Sram Gret-fand.

Lisizaily, sredenss choese Eheir own
sduotive “siblings.” Tirst-vear stude
Snsio o boese Lanoen Euabard,
wlorn shee o met durieg 8 depaktcen-
tal vazit,

“I knews where she wis coming from
aepprrapshiacally, amd e heckarcpads
are similar)” says Dean. “knew what
she wa= going (0 Dive woadpust ten
muyng hers crom scuthern Califorsia,

Cpce giblings are matched up, Kaga
sanda nil7 a welooring lal ey Lo e
students om behalf of sil Plane Biolagy
el it students, eltons Lhem karar
iwey™ s b comeaeted Bar g hig sibiing, e
and the studen: rep aiso pive the hig
siblimgs the adid resses ool plusse naen-
Lers od thiar lactle sablings and remam-
el sl thew o tzate eontack snon.

WHERETC LIVE, HOWTOD BUDGET
B sivlings cao grve new students vali-
anle advice rnowlat Kind of foesimg s
availabic, the best time to come to
Berkeley to ook o a plece Lo live, and
fdmw tn leve nn e soneend of & Ceeadac e
Student Hesearcher Those wore rha
roics Ehean and Hobdard discussed
curing Waeer mmikial phone converzacion,

Femporary ousing 3 another perk
il bt a0 bagr sablingr, When Hebbaed
camtee house-tunting, she staved with
Deanand gor 20 use Deanr’™ answenny
rreactame . w0 Cinvalozhbe asser” e
e, in L search for howsinge

Aftar Hohbeard imeigesd 1o H-::r'_-;;_l]-_':.,'.
shi conomuaed o cansalt Denn abours
which corrses Lo take anzd Lo fah
CIATHIMNS Wrs.

"The wev " she wavs, "= having ar
I'L'h-' ST 7 D= vk Ii LG i:l_':!J '||.'J'_:|[:|_
vl CAn wEk questins.”
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A PORTABLE PROGRAM
moed savs that the Bip Sikliog Frogram
seets i bave a i of its men.

“I wasn't surprized that it conginued
i Plant Biolezy oo with slodests teom
vither sheparimenes who kad nor been
pert of e progeam before,” he savs.
"When [ explainerd it to lass pear's srada-
ate v, the concept was readly ciear 1o
heer, and she juimped ciglil i [0 s
bameopres e,

Simple and inexpensive to carsy niir,
Lo 2 dzibliog Froweam Irmyve s well Lo
dher degartments. Manvy andents hove
dizcovered that having a big s:bling can
=g Herkelay a more mg pageakic 2nd
wereomil place tobemin a graduely
career. - Dwhorait Swenels After

.. 1 ’ i |,...r & i
[ Lk x_‘l :il: . .'L . 1
LY
I - \'i ‘\ 'l-" e -1 ‘
[ Voo !ll Vil :
it Aspishond Horee Koga

PROGRAM PROFILE

Airdrener: Mewhe-admitied doctors
abndsnts

Crgisnzed fv; Harry Koga, Graduare
Assistant for Plant Hinleey, wish the
graduate sludenl rep un ehe depart-
irieat s adrmisasens cogritiee,

Cosd S0 Dhetver bevent: Prstape
Farpeser T pair enteriog students
with continuing stwderts wln can gve
tharm ey and cedermation shagl
adjesting to graduate school. Rig sik-
I0E Yy 2280 Proviee femsay
sorEing far new stedents.

For more ferniafen; Harey Kopa.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

GEHEZLEY - Davis - IRVTAE - Lo ANCELES - RTvEDSIBE + Ly HELS = mal FRANCINCO SANTA D&ROAkS * T4 ~Ta CRLE

(Sample letter for Plant Biclogy’s Big Sihling program.)

COILLEQE OF NMATLRAL RERDURLES BERKELEY, CALIFOENTA WM

DEPARTHEMT OF PLANT BRC:LOGY

L1 G4 . R May 25, 1990

Dear ,
Un bekal! of the Plant Biology graduate students, we would like to welcome
vau to the OCB Department of Plant Biology. The grad students look
forward to meeting you. and wa would like o offer ocur assistance in getting
settled here. You will be contacted by a continuing graduate student (if you
haven't already been) who ha=s voluotecered to help vou upon your armival in
Berkeicy. He or she will be able to put vwou up for a few nights n hiz ar
hur home if you meed a place Lo 3tay while looking for a place of your own.

It is wise to arrive in Berkeley well before the semestér bepgins, because
housing can be wery difficuit to find, The University housirg office has list-
inga of ava.able apartments and share rentals — please bring vour letter of
admizsion from the Graduate Division. If you will be employed by the
University as & teaching assistant or research assiatant, you will zlsa have
aggess 1o the facultyistaff housing service for a $45.00 fee per cliznt; if you
are interested in it, please ask Harry (see below) for a letter confirming your
hire., The Univerzity housing office iz located at 2401 Bowditch Street (at
Channing Way) and {5 open %:00-4:30, Mondav-Friday. Thare are also
teveral commersial agencies in town which prowvide listings for a fee, for
examale, The Berksley Connectlon or Homefindera. Ask your "blg sibling”
for adwvice un prices and locations of available housing; it can make a difficylt
fash a ot easier, In additivn to heiping you negotiate the housing market
yaur hig zibling will Intreduce you to members of the department, which
ineludes 20 active facylty members, abhout 40 graduate ztudents, anm undater-
mined number of postdess, and a helpfu] ataff of areound 20.

1]]’_::1:1 wour afr'ivaj, o ghould talk with the gr.adl.‘lah-. aaziztant Ha.t"r"'!,l' Knga,
who s located in 111E Genetica and Plant Bielogy Building (GP2E). Harry i
an important contact providing vou informatien on registration and other dead-
linea. Please zign up [or an appointment with a first=-year graduoaie advisor
to discuss yvour clazses foar youtr flret semeater here. VTou wil feed to con-
sult a graduate adviser prior te scheduling claszes. The dates for in-person
registration far fall semester are August 21 (A=K} and 22 (L=Z}. It iz best
ta come to campus and talk with Harry by about August 15 if at all possible.

Specifically, {all semester repistration feea, and if applicable, ronrestdent tui-
tion angd health ipsurance premium musgt be paid Dy August Z2.  You will be
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able ta elect to pay by an ingtallment pian. Several zorts of gmall loans arce
available to students if you Sind yourself with a cash flow preblem at the
beginning of the semester. Some of these are interest-free and reguire no
co=sipner. Thne office of Financial Ald in 201 Sproul Hall has application
formz and more informartion. (Call before going there as their hours of oper-
ation are not particuiarly standard.} Ke#p in mind that housing coats usualiy
include first and last months rent in addition to a substantial Zeposit.  All of
this can amount tc between $300 and 351,500 depending on your housing.

In order %o receive ywour first paycheck you will need to meet with Adrienne
rrimes, ouar deparimental administrative assistant in charge of hiring studenta
and non-academic personnel. She is located inm 1112 GFPEBE. She will have
you fill out the necessary paperwork, FPleass neots that your {irst paycheck
might not be issued until Cctlober 1, 1990.

It will be neceasary for thoae of vou whe are not Califernia residenta to begin
warking on estabjizhing residency as eocn as vou arrive, because tuition for
California residents is significantly less than for non-residentz. The wypical
steps invelve obtaining a California driver's license, registering to vote, and
apening a bank account. Keep dated records <f all these tranzactions so you
can prove your resident status to> the residency office in Sprowl Hall (sign up
in Aeom 120} in the spring by filing a petition there. Thevy may alds ask to
see airplane ticket stubs or other dated receipts that show when vou arrived
in California.

As vyou are aware, three lab rotations are required of all new graduate
atudents . We will hold a day-long departmental informatiom conférence on
Friday, August Z4 to help familiarize you with the various labs. At this
conference each lab will present a brief overview of their research, and lab
members will be Introduced. The conference will alse zerve to introduce you
to the cepartmental ataff and to azzociated research facilitles. Please plan an
:p:nr_'l;ing the sntipe dcu_," at thizs conference.

Once agsin, we all ook forward te aesing you soon. Have a gpond aummer.

Sincaraly,

April Zilber
Graduate Student Representative

Lewls Feidman
ALILT Rk Head Graduate Adwiser
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School of Social Welfare: Orientation to Research and the Ressarch Process

Research in Social Welfare

While most departinents organize library tours for their entering gracuate students, the
School of Sccial Welfare has taken the idea a siep further. As pant of the orientation for
new students, the Schoo! of Social Welfare has rraditionally offered SW 287, "Library
Research in Social Welfare,” to introduce students to the nerwork of library resources on

caripus. In 1991, however, the doctoral course was expanded.

Twofnld Conrse Objectives

First, through site wvisits to selected libraries, the course will inroduce stucents to the vast
and sophisticated network of library resources on campus  Individual assignments require
students to delve into these sources on their own. Sccond, in order to provide an
introduction w the resesrch process through the expericnces of distinguished mscarch
faculty, students will attend a faculty research presentation every other week. Faculty
members will present their main arca of research, discussing current projects and relating

their own experiences doing research.

Human Perspective

The department hopes that this new structure will ofient new students o campus lihracy
resources, give them the human perspective on completing research, and help them more
casily identify faculty with whom they are intsrested in working,



Biological Sciences: Annual Pienic for
Graduate Minority Students in the Life Sciences

Annual Picnic

The Office uf Affirmative Action for the Biological Sciences and the Scientsts of Color
co-sponsor an annual picnic for graduale minority students in the life sciences. The
aicttic, typically held the third or fourth week in August as graduate students arrve for
the fall semester, is & way for entering minarity students to meet ather new and
continuing students. [n this informal social atmosphere students can socialize and share
sractical survival tips, inforration about program requirements, and "unspoken
expectations.”

Invitations

Druring the summer, all incoming minority students get a lecter of invitstion. When they
armive st Berkeley, they get a flier in their anentation packet or from the graduate
secretary giving therm the dat2, time, and place. In addition, continuing sludents
personally mnvite new arrivals and offer transportation,

Coat

I'he hosts estimate that the food for the barbecue costs about 3130, and the park
reservation fee is about 310000,
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Electrical Engineering and Computer Science: Research Faire

Research Faire

Simce first-year students are pot assigned to a research adviser but must chonse an
adviser by the end of their first year, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
(EECS) hosts a Research Faire. The Research Faire provides new EECS graduate
students with the opporturity to become acquainted with professors and their research,

Seminard

The Faire is a day of seminars during which professors give 15-minute presentations on
their research. Presentation summaries are disteibuted to stedent patticipants, and o free
lunch is served mid-day. In addition, the EECSERL Resesarch Sunmary calalog is
available far purchase,

Adapting the Format

For large departments, a seminar of 13 minute presentations over the course of a day
might wark well. Statler departments might follow the exampie of the Architeciure
department (sce next pege) and offer a semester-long seminar featuring one faculty
presentation per week



Graduate Assembly: New Graduate Student Orientation

The Graduate Assembiy offers a New Graduvare Student Orientation at the beginning cf
each fall semester. All graduare students are invited to this all-day event featuring a
series of workshops on campus resonrces and survrval skalls.

The orientation schedule and list of workshops from the Graduate Assembly’s invitatianal
flier follow.

(Sample)
Orientation Schedule
New LCB Crécluate S = 9.03-8-30 Registration/Breakfast
BW mcents are :
Irvited o attend the Fall 1381 Fauey Baliroom, MK, Jr. Sthudent Unlan
SE0-10:00 2 WelCcome Address
MEW 10:10-41:00 Workshop Sasslon |
] TE-12:00  Workshop Sessian i
Graduate 1201240 Lunch
Stud ent 124000 Anything Goas Q & A

Drientatiu" 140-200  Workshop Session In

TAC-500 WoTksnop Sasyion 1Y
I0-500 Recegrtion, Amthony Hall

T
'F'.al.h,"ﬂ-lﬂ-!hﬂ']

Friday %
Aupust 23,1991 é_lll
Pauley Ballroom |
M.LK. Jr -

Student Union i !
spOonsoned by the F

Graduate Assermibiy
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(Samplc)

Workshop Topics

Nothing But the Basics
informaticn on housing, child care,
carking, and camplis Tensportanen

Tha sunt Is on: Finding
tha Rignt Fedtowship

infarmation on grants, felbowsnips
and ather merit-Dased &id.

HNuis and Bolis: Flanning
Ahaad Is Good Far You

SLEMViVING graduats school and
getting the jab wau want

Health Wise

heva to combat the stress and
straln of graduate school

Ubrary Services
informaton of LCE's by syseem

Bayond and Within These Walls
Fienw 1 creace a sooial life withen
and cutsida the unfersiy

When You Gotta Find a Job
EMpICYMEnt apporunibes for
gradugte students at UCE

Women's EXperiencas
the climate and resouroes for
graduste womedn at JCB

Monay stattars
Infedrrataon an loans and athes
rieed-based financial akd

comtinued of Féverse panel..

112

Barkeley: A Tradition
af saclal Concamn

ooportunices far sooal actvism
among graduate swdents

The Peaple of Color Experiance
the climate and resaurces
far students of codar at UCE

How to Work the -

LUCB Computer Systems
Infesrmadan an acceEsng the campus’
VAFGRIS COMPUTEr SySIas

Apple Computer Demonsirations

infarmatan on Agple hardware,
safbware and purciasng specials For
LCH students

Gay, Lesbian, Beaxual Students
campus, climata and resounces

intarnational Students

infornation pertdnant o
intarmatianal students at UCE

Blueprint far Graciorts
School Sutcers

2 seminal warkshap on how oo
ravigate through grRcuaE school

Re-ENtry Students

Imfammaton pertdnent i stucents
re=mmbering unkersty [iha

AGSE
Infosrnation an working conditians
for graduats shudants

and more...



Other Orientation Activities

Architecture: Integrated Introductnry Seminar

This two-hour seminar meets once a week for a semester. The seminar introduces all
ehtering doctoral students to the Architecture PnD. program, provides a peneral
ntroduction to the different areas of emphasis, and presents work in progress of faculty
and current PRI, students. Faculty, students, and staff present the various seminar
SES510NS.

Entomglogy: Noontime Colloquinm

The Entornological Stadents Organization initiated this faculty colloquium seres. The
colboquivm series is an eflective way 10 inroduce graduate students--especially new
graduate students--to individual {aculty members and their research interests. Faculty
grve informal presentations on their academic backgrounds, interests, and/or research. [n
additicn, students have an opportunity to present their own research in the spring
SETMINAT METIES.

Forestry: Weskend Orientation

With two deparimentally managed research properties, the Department of Forestry has a
perfect setting for its fall orientation for new graduate students. Beginning with the drive
to one of the properties, the weekend orientation gives new graduate students a chance
to become acquainted with each other and with faculty, staff, and continuing grads. The
formal program beégins Saturday morming, a picnic lunch and research tour of the
property follow, and, after atternoon recreation, students present an evening slide show
or other entértainment. The cost is minimal since attendees share the cost of the fond
and are housed on-site.

Mechanical Engineering The Lowdown from U

The Graduate Office and the Mechanical Engineering Graduate Student Council
organize g series of seminars designed to provide wseful information tc new and
continnng graduate students. Continuing graduate students will speak about their
experiences: how to make the graduate experience fulfilling.-what works and what
coesn't; life outside of Etcheverry Hall; student activities; who to turn to far help.
Faculty members will talk about their own and their colleagues’ research, and staff
members will talk about academic procedures: degree requirements, taking the
preliminary and qualifying exams, and finding financial support. The seminars meet
weekly from 4 to 5 pm. at LaVal's subterranean reom for six consecutive sessions.

Moalecular and Cell Biology: Genetica Division Atinual Retreat
All MCB Genetics Dhvision faculty and their labs, students from the Graduate Group in
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Genetics, and all firstear graduate students admitted to MCB are invited to atiend a
weekend retreat at Asilomar. Each laboratery in the Division presents its research in
talks and poster sessions, and :here are talks by students and faculty of the Graduare
Group in Genetics. [n addition, students can enjoy social events and ample free tme for
informal discussions or [or exploring the Monterey area. The retreat offers students and
nppnr:uniqr to learn more about current research in the Genetics group and to get to
kaow newly-admitted graduate students.
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