
KEY ISSUES IN ESTABLISHING  

STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS  

AND DUAL DEGREES 

 

Professor John Taplin 

Pro Vice-Chancellor (International) 

The University of Adelaide 

 

 
CIRGE workshop sponsored by NSF on “Investigating international experiences in STEM graduate education and 

beyond: From anecdote to empirical evidence”, Arlington, VA, 6-8 February 2011. 



EXCHANGE PROGRAMS FOR 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

Many examples of successful international partnerships 

which demonstrate compatibility in: 

•  program requirements and curricula 

•  the transfer of course credits 

•  their language of instruction and learning      

  environment 

•  availability of funding to support exchanges 

•  timing of course offerings 

and 

Offer a cultural as well as academic learning experience  

 

 



EXCHANGE PROGRAMS FOR 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

• Existing research collaboration 

• Common or compatible research language and 

culture 

• Graduate program compatibility 

• Availability of funding to support exchanges 

• Timing issues 

 

Note: Most of the international exchange experiences of 

graduate students currently are of short duration 



JOINT OR DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS 

• Can take advantage of the complementary teaching 

strengths of the participating institutions. 

• Depend on the compatibility of the academic 

qualifications frameworks and approval processes 

relevant to the participating universities. 

• Typically assume a common language of instruction. 

• Involve additional costs when students take courses in 

more than one location 

• Likely to result in a more internationalised curriculum 

and/or research program 

 



COTUTELLE DOCTORATES 

• The student has a principal advisor/supervisor in two 

universities; a research relationship typically exists 

between these advisors already 

• The student must satisfy the admission, progression and 

examination requirements of both universities 

• The student must spend a minimum amount of time (at 

least one year) in each university 

• Tuition fees are paid to one university only, but 

additional funds are needed to cover the costs of 

transfer between the two locations 

• The student is awarded a joint or dual doctoral degree, 

which acknowledges the involvement of both universities 

 

 

 


