
A UK/European perspective in international experiences in STEM subjects 
 
John Chapman, College of Science & Engineering, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK 
 
 
The University of Glasgow has developed an ambitious internationalisation strategy over 
recent years. The two aspects most important to this workshop are: 

• To enhance the student experience at Glasgow by offering a culturally diverse 
learning environment that prepares students for global employment and citizenship 
and an experience built upon a wide range of world class support services, from point 
of enquiry to post graduation and, 

• To increase partnerships working on a sustainable and mutually beneficial basis. 
Many different people are involved in helping to realise these objectives with the College 
playing a coordinating role and also being charged with assessing the success of the different 
activities.  
 
My most extensive personal experience of international collaborations over recent years has 
been built up through the European Union. Aspects of their 'people' programme are excellent 
for providing both 'experienced researchers' (mainly post-docs) and 'early stage researchers' 
(ESR – usually PhD students) with the chance to broaden their horizons. A good web-site for 
an overview is http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/understanding/marie-
curieinbrief/home_en.html. The schemes, which are not restricted to members of the EU 
(although funding restrictions apply), provide, for example, opportunities for ESRs to learn 
new scientific techniques and, very importantly in many cases, to get an industrial 
experience. Thus the ESR gains a breadth rarely found in a single-lab based PhD, benefitting 
both from seeing their work in a different context and gaining a cultural experience. Links 
formed under an RTN often remain after the network has ended with the result that there are 
further exchanges between laboratories with a full understanding of the likely benefits that 
will accrue. Of course, there is nothing to restrict these activities to European laboratories but 
the way the Networks have evolved, apart from the bureaucratic Brussels process, could 
provide a model on which to build.  
 
At Glasgow we also enjoy a lot of bilateral partnerships with Universities throughout the 
world, with student exchange playing a central role. I will attempt to extract some of the 
common features from those that have proved the most successful. 


