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EDLPS 540 

  SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 
 

University of Washington, College of Education 
 
Professor Maresi Nerad     

Office Hours: Wednesday 3-5 p.m.    
or by appointment     
Office: Miller Hall M 221    

mnerad@u.washington.edu   
 
Prospectus 

 
This course provides an introduction to the analysis of education in society 

for graduate students interested in K-12 and higher education settings. As 
scholars of education, we need to understand the dynamics of educational 

settings within a social context that is, how schools, colleges, and 
universities reflect the larger society there are operating on, and how they 
are influenced by external factors (macro level).  We also need to understand 

what is happening in the classrooms between teachers and students, and 
students and students (micro level), and how change and reform is 
occurring.  We need to learn how to critically analyze the various 

sociological theories used to make sense of schooling and higher education 
in the US and ask whether these are also applicable in other countries. 

Most importantly, as current and future leaders/ scholars, in our efforts to 
strengthen the performance of educational organizations, we need to 
consider multiple sociological perspectives and understand the methods and 

tools sociologists used to analyze the relationship of educational institution 
and the larger society. In short, understanding sociology of education 
theories is essential for educational practice and research.  

  
In each session we will engage in understanding what sociology of education 

theories teaches about:  

 What is going on in schools and college/universities and why the 

people within them do what they do and how practitioners/scholars  
might use that knowledge to improve their own practice;  

 How sociologists went about developing and testing their theories 

about education and provided empirical evidence that proved the 
relevance of their theoretical concepts.  

 
Required Readings 

 

 Sadovnik, Alan R. (Ed.). (2011). Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader 
(second edition). New York: Routledge, Taylor and Francis Group.  
 

 On-line readings available at  
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Learning goals 
 

1. Learn about sociology of education from the birth of a formal field of 
study to selected present inquiries into social inequalities. 

  
2. Identify and understand theories of sociology of education both at the 

macro and micro level and apply them to contemporary educational 

issues. 
 

3. Use your knowledge of experience and practice to interrogate sociological 

research.  
 

4. Be able to pose a sociological question that speaks to the societal context 
(political, economical, cultural social issues) including issues of class, 
race, ethnicity, gender and nationality. 

 
5. Become aware that theories are culturally constructed and may or may 

not be applicable to other countries/culture, and that other cultures and 
societies have different educational structures and practices.  

 

6. Learn and apply academic skills and professional competencies such as 
working in heterogeneous teams, develop intercultural awareness, taking 
on leadership roles, presenting in front of an audience, collecting relevant 

literature, and writing an analytical class paper. 
 

 
Course Format  
 

Learning is an interactive experience and it is therefore important that we 
become a learning community. The majority of the class sessions will be 
devoted to the discussion of literature and reflections related to class 

readings, and presentations based on the readings and your knowledge and 
experience. You will be expected to present in front of the entire class and 

participate in group-work out of and in class. In each session we will engage 
in academic skills practices, professional competencies, and inter-cultural 
awareness.   

 
The course has two major parts:  

In part one of the course, we will read classic literature on sociology of 
education and, in the process, explore critical concepts foundational to 
understanding of the relationship between education and society.  

 
In part two of the course we focus on more contemporary approaches to the 
sociological of education. These articles provide empirical evidence on a 

problem in the sociology of education and illustrates how sociology of 
education helps understanding educational problems.    
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Accommodations  

To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact 

Disability Resources for Students, 448 Schmitz, 206-543-8924 (Voice), 206-
543-8925 (TTY).  If you have a letter from Disability Resources for Students 

indicating you have a disability that requires academic accommodations, 
please present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations you 
might need in this course.  If you have questions or concerns about 

disability accommodation for students, do not hesitate to contact me or DRS 
directly. 
  

 
Requirements 

1. Brief Professional Biography  (1-2 pages): due Friday 1/6 via 
e-mail 

Please submit this following reflection about yourself:  

 What professional or personal experiences do you view as important 

to your participation in this particular course?  Why those?  

 What are your main goals for your participation in this course and 

why?  What is your current thinking about how you might use your 
participation in this course each week and in the written assignments 
to help you realize your goals? 

 If applicable: Please briefly describe the status of project, master’s 
thesis, doctoral dissertation, or other major ongoing project that you 

are hoping this course can inform.   
 

The purposes of this assignment is to take a inventory of the expertise 

each of you brings to this class and to learn about your expectations 
for this quarter.  This professional biography is also meant for your own 

thinking about how you will direct your own efforts in this course.   
 
IN PREPARATION:  Be selective.  Do not cut and paste or attach your 

resume but highlight 2-3 significant points that you think are most 
relevant to your participation in this course. 

ADVICE: Review the syllabus and Sadovnik Introduction and 
Chapter 1 before you write your bio and use your bio to reflect on 
how you will direct your own efforts in this course. 

 
2. Class Participation (20%) 

Participation depends on your careful completion of assigned readings in 

advance of each session using the questions in the book, syllabus, or 
given in the prior class to focus your reading. Come to class prepared to 

discuss those questions. 
 



 4 

ADVICE: Given the complex and dense readings it is strongly advisable 
to take notes when you read. Include in these notes your own thoughts 

in the margin.  There are many definitions and special terms used in 
sociological writings, you may want to write those on individual index 

cards to remember them better and contribute definitions to our 
collective  DEFINITION/ JARGON BOARD on GoPost. 
ADVICE: It would be best to write-out answers to each question in 

advance of each class meeting. 
ADVICE: Form reading groups (2-3 students) to discuss course 
readings and weekly questions prior to class meetings. Everybody is 

expected to contribute to the course meetings, the group 
discussions, and debates throughout the entire term.  

 
3. Short Essay: due  February 14 (hard copy-bring to class and 

send to me by e-mail) (20%) 

 
This 2-page (double-spaced) paper is an opportunity to practice 

identifying and defining a sociological issue in the film, High 
School by Frederick Wiseman (2007) (available in the UW 
library) or from the visit to the Seattle Win Luke Museum of the 

Asian Pacific Experience (Seattle’s Historical Asian Museum), 
that interested you most. Explain why this issue is relevant for 

students, teachers, parents, instructors, administrators, 
schools, colleges, universities. Frame this issue into a 
sociological questions.  Where does this issue stand today? Give 

a brief description of the current arguments/issues that 
surround your question.  Choose a theoretical perspective that 

you think best explains your sociological phenomenon 
/issue (functionalist, conflict theory, interactionist theory, 
cultural capital theory, etc.) 

 
4. Sociological Analysis Paper: (50%) 

Paper topic statement: February 21 (hard copy- bring to class 

and send by e-mail) 
Draft due and presentation: March 6th,  

Final Paper due: March 13th  
 
In this 6-page (double-spaced) paper you are asked to apply concepts 

from the course to a sociological issue in education to a topic of 
interest to you.   

 
ADVICE: Possibly use the theme and question of your short essay and 
build and expand on it into a analytical paper.  

 
5. A short reflection paper (2 pages) about your learning in this 

class (10%)  

 
DUE March 9 (send by e-mail to me) 
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6. Grading of Performance 

 
A superior graduate-level performance will yield a 4.0 grade, a 

satisfactory performance 2.8. 
 
Percent allocation:   

 Class participation   ………………  20% 
 Short Essay    ………..……   20% 
 Analytical Paper 

and presentation   ………………  50% 
Reflection paper      10% 

  Total       ………………     100% 
 

UW policy: Plagiarism, submitting someone else's words or ideas as your 
own work, is a serious academic offense. Possible penalties range from 
disciplinary warnings to dismissal from the university. All students are 

expected to demonstrate academic integrity at all times, and to learn what 
constitutes plagiarism. A useful definition of plagiarism can be found at:  
 

http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm#plagiarism 
 

 
Extensive Recommended Further Readings will be posted on gopost 
   

http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm#plagiarism
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Meeting 1   
Course Introduction 

 

We will spend this session on becoming acquainted and introduced to 
sociology of education as a field of study and its relevance for practice 
and scholarship in education  

1. Resources in the class  
2. Overview of the syllabus:   

3. Film, 2 Million Minutes, by Robert A. Compton 
4. Reactions and reflection  
5. For next week: professional bio January 6, readings in Sadovnik 

 
 

 

Meeting 2 
Durkheim and Collins  

 

Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter 1,  

 Chapter 2,  

 Chapter 3  

TIP: Read chapter 2 and 3 first and then go to chapter 1. We will come 
back to chapter 1 throughout the class.  

 Select and collect at least 5 Words/concepts for our 

Jargon/Definition Board and have their definitions ready to provide 
for the class 

 

QUESTIONS 

Based on the Durkheim and Collins readings answer the questions on 
page 2 in the class text AND:  
 

 Question 1 
 Question 4 

 Question 6 
 What do you think are the pros and cons of this two approaches in 

helping you understand the kind of educational organization you 

care about? 
 

 

Meeting 3 
Bowles and Gintis, Rist, and Bourdieu 

 
Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter 4 

 Chapter 5 
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 Chapter 6  

 
QUESTIONS 

Based on the readings answer the questions on page 2 in the class text 

AND:  
 

 Question 7 (2 questions) 
 Question 3 
 What are 2-3 similarities across the Bowles/Gintis, Rist, and 

Bourdieu? 
 What are 2-3 ways the theories differ from one another? 

 

 

Meeting 4 
Critical Analysis of the Film 2 Million Minutes  

Applying Sociological Theory to Analysis 
 

 
Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter  7 

 Nerad, M. 2010. “Globalization and the Internationalization of 

Graduate Education: A Macros and Micro View.  Canadian Journal of 
Higher Education, Volume 40, issue 1, pp.1-12. (on Gopost) 

 
 

QUESTIONS 

Will be given the end of January 17 class.  
 

 

Meeting 5 
Using Sociological Theory to Understand the Experience of Asian 

Pacific Immigrants to the Northwest and/or to Analyze the Film High 

School by Frederick Wiseman  
 

 

 
Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter  8 

 Chapter 21 

 Chapter 22 

 
QUESTIONS 

Based on the readings answer the questions on page 344 in the class 
text: 
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 Question 3 (has 7 sub-questions)  
 

Class Visit to the American Asian Pacific Museum (Win Luke Museum, 
Seattle)  

 
 

Education and Inequality 
MEETINGS IN SMALL GROUPS TO DISCUSS THE READINGS 

Prepare your short Essay 

 
 

Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter 19 

 Chapter 23 

 Article on World-Class Universities (will be posted) 

 
 

 

Meeting 6 
Education as an Institution 

 
Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter 9 

 Chapter 10 

 Chapter 12 
 

QUESTIONS 
Based on the readings answer the questions in the class text on page 
2: 

 
 Question 9 (3 questions) 

 What are the main questions each author poses about institutions 
of education?  

 What are the authors’ main findings? 

 
Short Essay: due  February 14 (hard copy in class and send by e-mail 
to me)  

 
 

Meeting 7 

Systems of Education outside the US from a  
Sociology of Education Perspectives 

 
Readings 
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Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter 13 

 Chapter 14 

 Chapter 15 
 

QUESTIONS 
Based on the readings answer the questions in the class text on page 

215: 
 

 Question 1(3 questions) 

 Question 2  
 Question 3 

 

 

Meeting 8 
Higher Education from the Perspective of Sociology of Education  

 
Readings 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  

 Chapter 16 

 Chapter 17 

 Chapter 18 
 

QUESTIONS 
Based on the readings answer the questions in the class text on page 
270: 

 
 Question 1 

 Question 2  
 Question 3 
 Question 4 

 
 

Meeting 9 
Preliminary paper presentation: Analysis Paper Workshop 

 
Specifications on your presentation of your preliminary paper: 

 In your presentation explain the theories you decided to use to 
analyze your sociological question. Therefore your presentation should 
include: 

 
 The issue that you chose and the reasons for choosing it.  
 The 2-3 reasons why you have chosen the particular theory(ies) for 

your sociological analysis paper.  What are 2-3 reasons why you have 
not chosen the other theories we read in class? (Focus your reasons 

on what each theory explains or not explains when it comes to 
analyze/ make sense of your particular case.)   
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 What are the key “findings” of your case? 
 How useful were your chosen theories for your case application?  

 What questions would you like to discuss with others?   
 

 
Meeting 10 

Synthesis–- Wrap Up 

 

Final Paper due! 
 

Readings 
 

Course text: Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader.  
REREAD Chapter 1 
  

 
Further Relevant Literature/ Recommended Further Readings will be 
posted in GoPost 

 

 


