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EDLPS 531 
HISTORY OF U.S. HIGHER EDUCATION 

Winter  2008 
 

 
University of Washington, College of Education 

 
Maresi Nerad      Office Hours:  Tuesday 3:00-5:00 p.m. or 
Office: Miller Hall M 221        by appointment 
E-mail: mnerad@u.washington.edu Phone/VM: (206) 221-3429 
 
Prospectus 
 
This graduate course aims to make historical study lively and useful for scholars and 
professionals in higher education.  Since it is one of the "core" courses in both the master's 
and doctoral programs, it attempts to provide a good foundation of historical information 
about colleges and universities. The course also aims to promote skills in interpreting 
historical documents and thinking historically about higher education issues. 
 
The approach is to consider key historical episodes that have enduring implications for 
colleges and universities.  Emphasis will be on the social, political, economic, intellectual, 
and legal factors that have shaped the structure and life of higher education institutions.  
Along with texts and secondary works we will use such materials as institutional records, 
statistical summaries, university president reports, student newspapers, speeches, legal 
briefs, and video documents to try to reconstruct the issues and debates that comprise 
higher education’s past.  So, along with acquiring background on the history of colleges 
and universities, you will gain experience in making sense out of a range of historical 
sources.   
 
Readings (required)   

 John Thelin. A History of American Higher Education. 2004  

 Maresi Nerad. The Academic Kitchen: A Social History of Gender Stratification at 

the University of California, Berkeley. 1999 

 Booker T. Washington. Up from Slavery. 1901 republished 1995 
 
Additional Readings in a Course Reader: A list of these articles are outlined with the 
class schedule (after the calendar).  The reader will be available at RAMS Copy Center, 
4144 University Avenue.  
 
Readings (recommended)  

 Clark Kerr. The Uses of the University. (5th edition). 2001 
In addition to reliance on books and articles, we shall include documentaries, memoirs, 
and buildings as intriguing parts of the historical record.  For example, the 1994 video, 
University of Washington through the Years, (video record COLVC 001) produced by the 

mailto:nerad@u.washington.edu
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UW Alumni Association, provides insights into the rich and fascinating history of the 
University of Washington campus. We will visit the University of Washington’s 
Manuscripts Collections that houses the UW’s historical papers.  You may want to view 
the 1934 Marx Brothers movie, Horse Feathers (video record MCA 8077), a film that 
provides a good illustration of how Hollywood studios depicted campus life and helped 
to define "going to college" in the popular American imagination.  In class, we will see the 
documentary on civil rights and colleges in the 1950s and 1960s in the episode, "Fighting 
Back" from the PBS series, Eyes on the Prize (video record PBS 022). The 1990 
documentary film, Berkeley in the Sixties (video record CALN 016), provides a graphic, 
albeit biased, record of campus controversies in higher education’s recent past. 
 
Goals 

1. Learn about the history of US higher education  
 

2. Learn how to use the UW Archives, distinguish between primary and secondary 
historical sources, and analyze historical sources.  

 
3.  Be introduced to oral history interviews.  

 
4. Learn about UW’s and/or your institution’s history. 

 
5. Be reflective on how your thinking is evolving. 

 
6. Be introduced to the process of academic scholarship, working collaboratively 

and join the community of scholars. 
 
 
Course Format  
 
The class meets on Wednesday, from 4:30 to 6:50 p.m. in Miller Hall 320.  Since I view 
learning as an interactive experience, it is important that we become a learning 
community. Therefore, we will begin with a brief “check-in,” to let each other know where 
we come from to this class, and to mention any major events that we consider of interest.  
 
During the first part of each class meeting I will set the context for each week’s topic.  The 
majority of the class session will be devoted to your discussions, debates, and 
presentations based on issues and materials encountered in the readings we do in 
preparation for each week’s session.  You will be expected to participate in small groups 
and present in front of the entire class.  
 
When we talk about the history of higher education, keep always in mind: What 
do we mean by education?   

o Education for whom?     Education by whom?   
o For what purposes?    By what means?  
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Historical Documents  
 
An important part of the course deals with analyzing historical documents. In your term 
paper you will be dealing with historical documents.  In addition, the required readings 
include two Historical Documents.  
 
Assignments 
The course grade will be based on your contributions and performance in the following 
areas: 
 
1. Field Journal  

In order to learn how to approach a subject as an historian, you are expected to keep 
a field journal. This is a blend between a diary and a log book.  In preparation for the 
discussion of the assigned readings in each class session write one to two typed 

pages (not just highlight sections in the readings) and add your thoughts after 
each class discussion to your journal. 
A.  Your field journal as a diary  

a.  Main content points of the readings, documents, film, etc. (can be in bullet 
form)   

b. Your dialogue with the text, i.e., what surprised you and why? What did 
you expect instead? What do you think were missing aspects?  What 
questions do you have on the assigned readings? Any other ideas that 
come to your mind, connections you see with other readings, topics, 
classes, etc.  

 B. Your field journal as a log book  
Once you start the research for your paper, note down:   

a. Interesting, useful, additional literature  
b. Names, contacts, location, sources 
c. The time it took to locate sources, interview people, etc. 
 

These field journal entries will be essential for your class discussion, the writing of 
your term paper, and the understanding of how you work. The field journal will 
help you reflect on key ideas, chart how and when creative ideas emerge, and help 
you keep track of the various tasks involved in your research paper.  
 
I would be pleased to take a look at your journal to provide verbal feedback midway 
through the term. This journal will count 10 % towards your overall grade.  
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2.  Term  paper (about 15-18 pages)  

Write a term paper on a topic of your choice related to an 
INTERNATIONAL ASPECT of the history of the University of 
Washington or on the history of the higher education institution at which 

you presently work.  (See former student term papers on the class website.)  

In preparing this term paper, you will hand in three preparatory assignments: (1) 
Annotated literature list separated by primary and secondary sources; (2) outline 
of the paper; and (3) rough first draft. You will lose points should you not hand 
in these preparatory assignment and hand in your final paper late.  Your field 
journal will be an essential tool, helping you both with your critical thinking 
about the material you are gathering and staying on top of the various tasks 
involved.    

The final seminar paper will count 70% towards your overall grade.  You will be 
expected to give a presentation on this essay during the two last class sessions. 
The quality of the presentation will count towards your grade for the term paper.  

If you wish to earn an additional one unit credit, you may turn your term paper 
into a poster and present your paper at the Graduate School’s Research 
Symposium, UW Graduate Students’ Focus on the World on April 4, Friday 
afternoon 1-4 p.m. as part of the Graduate School Theme-of-the-Year on, the 
Internationalization of Graduate Education.   
 
Please turn in hard copies and e-mail of all preliminary assignments in class.  In 
addition, turn in an e-mail version of your assignments to your chosen colleagues for 
peer review and feedback.  Also, I would like an e-mail version of your term paper 
which is due at the latest on Sunday March 16, 2008.   

For your term paper use at least three different primary sources: historical 
documents, photos, oral history interviews, diaries, statistics, etc.  Start out with 
secondary sources, such as articles or books about the period or topic under 
consideration to place the historical primary sources you will use in context.   In 

analyzing primary historical documents:  a) place the document in the 
appropriate historical context, both within higher education and the larger 
society; b) describe the event or issue which was the catalyst for the document; c) 
present key points of the actual text of the document; d) discuss the salient 
characteristics of the author or authors and what biases may be reflected in the 
document; and, e) evaluate the significance of the document for the era it was 
produced.  In doing so, make a connection with other readings assigned for the 
period under discussion. Your field journal will help you make connections to 
other readings. Making connections to the general readings of the class garner 
important points for the overall grading of your paper.  In your paper, besides 
telling the story that you pieced together from the material that you found and 
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used, describe the type of sources used, note how useful they were, and end with 
suggestions for further possible sources to be collected and analyzed.  
Demonstrate your historical thinking and use of historical sources in this essay. 
Your field journal will be an essential tool, helping you both with your critical 
thinking about the material that you are gathering and with staying on top of the 
various task involved.    
 
3. Class Discussions and Group Presentations 

 
Everybody is expected to contribute to the course meetings and group discussions 
and debates throughout the entire quarter.  

 
Leading a class discussion involves posing 2-3 interpretive questions about the 
readings that highlight key passages, ideas, or concepts from the readings 
assigned for the day. You may begin with 2 or 3 things that you found most 
surprising and explain why you did so.  Your field journal will help you in this 
task.  Your class discussion and group presentation on assigned readings count 
20% towards your overall grading.  
 
4. Grading of Performance 

 
A superior graduate-level performance will yield a 4.0 grade, a satisfactory 
performance 2.8. 
 

Percent allocation:   
Field Journal ………...………………………  15% 
Term paper and presentation         70% 

 Class Participation…………………………..  15% 
 
  Total:……………………………………… 100% 
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CALENDAR, READINGS, AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Dates Topics Readings Assignments Due Date 

Meeting 1 

January 9 

Course introduction:   History of U.S. 

Higher Education Introductions/Syllabus/ 

video- “University of Washington 

through the Years (1994) 

Pick up class reader   

EDLPS 531  at RAMS 

Copy Center, 4144 

University Ave.  

 

Meeting 2  

January 16  

Introduction to Undertaking Historical  

Research in higher Education  

Thelin( 2004) : 

Introduction 

Nerad (1999) 

Bibliographical Essay  

Look at former student 

papers on website 

One paragraph on your choice of 

topic for the term paper  

Read assignments and be prepared 

to discuss  

Begin field journal 

Meeting 3  

January 23 

University Archives, 

Special Collection, Allen 

Library Basement 

Colonial higher Education  

1hour class with guest instructor, Emma 

Flores  

Second 80 minutes visit to the Archives.  

Presentation of library holdings and use 

of University Archives by Carla 

Rickerson, head of Manuscripts  

Cohen (1998):  

Chapter One – reader   

Thelin: chapter one  

Look at former student 

papers on website 

Readings, be prepared to discuss the 

comparison between the 2 styles of 

history text boos  

Start thinking about your term 

paper topic  

Keep up your field journal  

Meeting 4 

January 30  

Creating the “American Way”  

 

Thelin: Chapter two and 

three  

Eliot  (1898) Liberty in 

Education –reader 

Readings: main points   

Develop discussion questions   

Meeting 5 

 

February  6  

The Higher Education of Women in the 

19th and 20th Centuries 

 

Mid-term evaluation  

Thelin: Chapter four   

Nerad: introductions, 

chapters 1,3,5, lessons 

McMahon (1870-1937)- 

reader 

NEA(1976):  Oral History 

-reader   

Readings: main points   

Develop discussion questions  FIRST 

INSTALLMENT Annotated 

literature list sorted by sources 

(secondary, primary, pictures, oral 

history interviews)  

3 COPIES (instructor, 2 peers) 

Meeting 6 

February 13 

The Higher Education of African 

Americans 

View excerpts of film, “Fighting Back: 

1957 to 1962,” Eyes on the Prize 

Thelin: chapters five and 

six  

Booker Washington 

(1901)  

Readings: main points   

Develop discussion questions   

SECOND INSTALLMENT Outline 

for term paper (3 copies)  

Meeting 7 

February 20  

From Elite to Mass Higher Education 

 

View video “Berkeley in the ‘60s” 

Documentary Film  

 

Wechsler (1981)-reader   

Thelin:  chapter seven 

The G.I. Bill of Right of  

1944 – reader  

Readings: main points   

Develop discussion questions   

THIRD INSTALLMENT 

Rough draft of term paper  

Meeting 8 

February 27  

Race/Ethnicity/Gender and Sports in 

American Higher Education;  

Possibly: Guest lecturer on race and 

sports 

Thelin: chapter eight 

Rudolph (1962): chapter 

18- reader  

 

Readings: main points   

Develop discussion questions   

Meeting 9 

 

March 4  

Looking Backward - Looking Forward 

Term Paper Presentations 

 PRESENTATIONS OF TERM 

PAPERS (POSTERS!) 

Meeting 10 

 

March 12 

Term Paper Presentation 

Synthesis  

Course Evaluation 

 

 

 PRESENTATIONS OF TERM 

PAPERS (POSTERS!) 

Term paper is due via  
e-mail and paper copy  LATEST 
on Sunday 16th! 
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TERM CALENDAR AND READINGS 

Winter  2008 
 

January 9th 
A Walk through History on the UW Campus 

 
 
Seminar Activity   
We will spend the early part of this first session becoming acquainted with each 
other and with the course agenda.  
 
1.  Introduction to the Seminar 

Introduction, syllabus, class format, questions, your expectations and background 
(short survey) 

 
2.  Historical Document:  Washington through the Years 

A 30-minute video of the history of the University of Washington.   
 

Discussion: What surprised you?  What was new for you? What ideas did this 
tape bring up for you? What was missing? What sources were used in the 
video? 

 
3.  Modeling group work  

[Small group brainstorming] How would you go about researching the history of 
UW COE, Higher Education Program? What sources and people would you 
consult?  
 

4.  Explain assignments for  January 16. 
 

 Bring a paragraph stating the topic of your term paper, preferable a topic related to 
an international aspect of UW.  Possible topics could be: ………Prepare by looking at 
class papers from students from prior years at the class website.  
http://depts.washington.edu/coe/programs/edlps/courses/edlps531_papers/index.
html 

 

 Prepare by familiarizing yourselves on what is a primary source.  
http://www.library.yale.edu/instruction/primsource.html 

 

 Be prepared to discuss the required readings 

Of interest:  Historylink.org  look at the origins of the UW, the vision of our founders 
and the chosen paths that led to today’s University. 

http://depts.washington.edu/coe/programs/edlps/courses/edlps531_papers/index.html
http://depts.washington.edu/coe/programs/edlps/courses/edlps531_papers/index.html
http://www.library.yale.edu/instruction/primsource.html
http://www.historylink.org/
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January 16th  

Introduction to Undertaking Historical Research in Higher Education 

 
 
Readings  
 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education. 

 “Introduction: Historians and Higher Education. ” (pp.  xiii-xxii)  
 

Maresi Nerad, The Academic Kitchen “Bibliographical Essay,” pp 173-177 
 
What is a primary source?  http://www.library.yale.edu/instruction/primsource.html 
 
Examples of class papers from last years’ classes.  

 

  
Assignment 1 is due : 
Hand in statement (one paragraph) about your choice of topic for the term paper on 
the history of UW or your institution of choice.   
In order to help you with this decision read the biobliographical essay from the 
Academic Kitchen.   See also the examples of student papers from last years’ classes. 
Try to topic with an international angle. 
 
Start your field journal by reflecting on the UW video, University of Washington 

through the Years, our discussion afterwards, a short summary of the essential points 
of the readings, compare the approach and styles of writing, your thoughts, questions, 
and comments on the readings.   
 
Read and be prepared to discuss the introduction to the Thelin’s book.  
 
Try to make time for a tour of the campus by the UW visitor center.  (You can also read, 
UW: A Campus Walk by the UW Visitor Information Center.) 
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January 23rd 

Colonial Higher Education 

 
 
Readings 
 
 Arthur Cohen. The Shaping of American Higher Education.  
  Chapter 1: “Etablishing the Collegiate form on the Colonies: 1636-1789 

 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education  

   Chapter 1: “Colleges in the Colonial Era” 

   
 

 Keep up your field journal! 
 

 Tips: Readings on the history of UW 
 

Charles Gates. The First Century of the Univeristy of Washington, 1861-
1961  

 
Norm Johnston, The Fountain and the Mountain 

 
Class Activity:   

 
Visit the University Archives in the Manuscript, Special Collections 
Allen Library, basement 

Presentation of library holdings and use of University Archives by Carla 
Rickerson, head of Manuscripts, Special Collections, and University Archives 
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January 30th 
Creating the “American Way”  

 
Readings 

 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education  

  
Chapter 2: “Creating the ‘American Way” in Higher Education: College –
Building , 1785-1860”  
 
Chapter 3: “Diversity and Adversity: Resilience in American Higher 
Education 1860-1890.”  

 
Historical Documents  

 
 Charles Eliot, “Liberty in Education” (on class website)   

Ch. W. Eliot. Educational Reform: Essays and Addresses. New York 1898, 
pp. 125-148 

 

 Start working on term paper! 
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February 6th 
The Higher Education of Women in the 19th and 20th Centuries 

 
 

Readings 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education  

 
Chapter 4: “Captains of Industry and Erudition: University-Builders, 1880-
1910”  

 
Nerad, The Academic Kitchen  

  Chapters: Introduction, 1,3,5, Lessons 
 

Historical Document (UW) 
 Theresa McMahon, “My Story. An Autobiography” (of a UW alumni), with 

introduction by Florence Howe, in Geraldine Clifford (ed), Lone Voyagers: 
Academic Women in Coeducational Institutions, 1870-1937. (on class website) 

 
 

 “First installment” of term paper: brief annotated literature list sorted by type 
of sources—is due! 

       (bring 3 paper copies; one for instructor, and 2 for peer review) 
  

 
Anonymous, written, mid-term course evaluation during the last 10 
minutes of class  
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February 13th  
 The Higher Education of African Americans 

 
 

Readings 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education  
Chapters 5: “Alma Mater: America goes to College, 1890 -1920”  

 
Chapter 6: “Success and Excess: Expansion and Reforms in higher Education, 
1920 -1945” 
 

Optional Reading: 
Booker T. Washington. Up from Slavery. 1901 republished 1995 
 

 

 Outline of term paper is due!  
 

Class Activities  
View excerpts of film, “Fighting Back: 1957 to 1962,” Eyes on the Prize 
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February 20th  
From Elite to Mass Higher Education 

 
Readings 

 
Harold Wechsler, “An Academic Gresham’s Law: Group Repulsion as a Theme 
in American Higher Education,” in Teacher’s College Record, Summer 1981 (on 
the web) 
 
 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education 

Chapter 7:  “Gilt by Association: Higher Education’s ‘Golden Age,’ 1945-
1970” 

 
 
  

Historical Document 
 The G.I. Bill of Rights, 1944 
 
Class Activity 

“Berkeley in the ‘60s” Documentary Film  
 
 

 Rough draft of term paper due! 
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February 27 th  
Race/Ethnicity/Gender and Sports in American Higher Education;  

 
 
Readings 

 
John Thelin, A History of American Higher Education 

Chapter 8: “Coming of Age in America: higher Education as a Troubled 
Giant, 1970-2000.  
 

 
Rudolph, The American College and University 

  Chapter 18, “The Rise of Football” (on class website or photocopy) 
 

 
Class Activity 

 
On Race and Sports- guest lecture to be names 
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March 5th 

Looking Backward - Looking Forward 
Term Paper Presentations 

 
 
Class Activities 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS OF TERM PAPERS AND SECOND ESSAYS  
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March 12th   
Term Paper Presentation 

Synthesis 
 
 

 Term paper is due LATEST on Sunday 16th! 
 
Class Activities 

1. PRESENTATION OF TERM PAPERS 
2. Synthesis 
3. Course evaluation 
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 Guidelines for Analyzing Historical Documents 
 

1. Date of the document: Is this an original or reproduction?  Is it re-published in a 
secondary source? 

 
2. Origins: place of publication. 

 
3. Author: Any significant biographical background which influences the 

document? 
 

4. Tone: what is the author's perspective -- and attitude toward the work? 
 

5. Alterations: has the document been edited?  If so, how have various editions 
changed the content or substance? 

 
6. Publisher or Sponsor: does the document reflect the sponsorship or point of 

view of some particular orthodoxy or group?  If so, what is the perspective? 
 

7. Language: are there distinctive words or phrases the author uses which call for 
careful definition? 

 
8. Brief Summary of the document's content. 

 
9. Significance of the document at the time of its publication. 

 
10. Historical significance of the document. 

 
11. Triangulation: are there other sources or secondary sources which are useful for making sense out of the document? 

 
12. Context: place the document in its historical setting. 

 
13. Missing information: Are there puzzles or gaps in the document which render it 

incomplete or its meaning uncertain? 
 

14. Additional comments. 


